                                                  CCEPA

Call for Research Grant Proposals in Ethics

Deadline for Receipt of Proposals: January 24, 2006

The Canadian Centre for Ethics in Public Affairs is seeking Research Grant Proposals in Ethics from qualified academics.  Proposals, for grants up to $8000, will be received until January 24, 2006.  Results will be released no later than March 30, 2006.

A description of the purpose of the proposal call, the research areas being considered, the support available, the eligibility criteria, acknowledgment requirements, instructions for submitting a Proposal, and the application form, all appear below.
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1. PURPOSE

CCEPA has a mandate to support the conduct of academic research into matters of ethics in the public sphere and to help build the capability of researchers in this field.  Accordingly, CCEPA is seeking proposals for the conduct of research focusing on ethical issues and problems confronting contemporary society.

Please note that preference will be given to proposals which include collaborative efforts with organizations or communities outside academe (private, public sector or NGO).

2. RESEARCH AREAS

Without limiting the range of possible submissions, following are some examples of the types of topics that could be considered: 
· The ethics of community (participation, transparency, responsibility, etc.)
· Issues in the introduction and application of values systems in public, private or not-for-profit organizations
· Ethics in interdisciplinary research and/or collaborative projects
· Ethics in the workplace/Ethical leadership
· Whistle blowing 
· Trust in public officials, NGOs, various professions or communities
· Issues in ethics education and research
· The ethics of human research 
· The environment as a source for ethical issues
Applications must include an examination of the historical development of the ethical question under consideration in the proposed research study, with a particular emphasis on the Canadian context. 
Proposals will not be accepted for conducting research in the area of medical ethics, nor will proposals be accepted for the conduct of research for academic credit.

Applications will be considered for modest funding to investigate the feasibility of a larger study proposal to a major funding agency. Such applications must describe the novel aspects of the research and the work that needs to be completed before submission to a major funding agency.
NB:  Preference will be given to proposals which include collaborative efforts with organizations or communities outside academia.  
3. SUPPORT AVAILABLE
Funding will be up to a maximum of $8,000 for one year for the direct operating costs of the approved research project. 
While requests for equipment and computer software may be considered within the budget maximum of $8,000, CCEPA’s preference is that the monies be directed to supporting the direct research effort.

4. ELIGIBILITY

Applications may be submitted by an individual researcher or teams of researchers (one principal investigator plus one or more co-investigators) associated with Canadian universities or with non-profit education organizations, such as community groups or associations. Multidisciplinary applications are eligible and are encouraged.
The designated Principal Applicant must: 
· be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident at the time of application; and, 
· must hold a Master’s or Doctoral Degree, and display competency in ethical research and theory. 
5. DEADLINE  

Applications must be received by the CCEPA office no later than Tuesday, January 24, 2006.  Applications received after that date will be returned unopened.

CCEPA will not accept applications submitted by FAX or sent by electronic mail.
6. PUBLICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

There are no restrictions on publications; however, acknowledgement of support from CCEPA shall appear on any publication resulting from this grant. 
CCEPA may reproduce, at its discretion, the title and/or excerpts (up to approximately 100 words) of the research report and/or original application, for information or promotional purposes only.
7. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING AN APPLICATION. 

The complete application for a CCEPA Research Award, 2006 consists of (1) the Application Form, (2) the Application Package and (3) Suggested External Reviewers.

The Application Form is pre-printed; all other sections require the information on attached sheets.

NB: All pages must be typewritten, using 8.5 by 11.0 inch white paper with margins of 1 inch.  The minimum acceptable font size is 12 and all pages must be single spaced.  The principal investigator’s name must appear at the top of every page.
7.1 Application Form (pre-printed) 

One copy of the application must have original signatures. All co-applicants are required to sign, indicating their commitment to the project if it is funded.
List the name(s) of all investigators. One researcher should be identified as the Principal Investigator responsible for the project direction, co-ordination and preparation and submission of all progress and financial reports.
Agreement to assume administrative responsibility for the grant, if it is awarded, is indicated by the signature of the sponsoring agency official. Where the grant funds will be administered by a university or research institution, the designated representative of the office of research administration must sign the application. For other organizations, a designated representative who will certify that the organization will administer the grant in accordance with CCEPA terms and conditions and accepted accounting practices must sign the application. Institutional signatures also indicate compliance with the CCEPA policy that overhead costs, university, or other institutional administrative costs may not be paid out of CCEPA grant funds.
7.2  Application Package 
Each application must include five copies of the full application package, and an electronic copy of the application as a single file in the form of a Microsoft Word (Read-Only) file on diskette or CD-ROM. The electronic copy should include all parts of the application except the list of Suggested External Reviewers.
7.2.1  Abstract 
A brief description (no more than 75 words) in straightforward terms, of the proposed project.
7.2.2  Project Proposal (maximum 6 pages) 
Describe the research plan and project under the following general headings:
· Scope and objectives of the research 
· Theoretical significance and practical importance 
· Relationship to existing research and literature 
· A description and justification of the research plan and methods, including names and roles of participants and consultants and sources of research material 
· Work already completed and in progress 
· The type and extent of collaboration with outside organizations or communities
· Timeline of work to be done, and percentage of the investigators’ time, over this period, to be devoted to this project 
· Comments on any ethical issues associated with the project and how they will be addressed 
· Languages required for the project, and investigators’ expertise in these languages 
PLEASE NOTE: Reviewers will not read more than six pages of project description.
Copies of questionnaires and other research instruments, if available, should be appended as additional documents. 
7.2.3  Budget Detail and Justification

Applications must include a budget for the full term for which support is requested, composed of:   
(1) a Budget Summary that indicates the budget requirements by major category (personnel, travel, equipment, supplies), and 
(2) a budget justification that demonstrates how the budget requirements have been calculated. 
All grants will be paid in Canadian dollars and all refunds of unexpended funds must be returned to CCEPA in Canadian dollars.
Personnel: State all personnel costs based on reasonable remuneration for similarly qualified people elsewhere. For academic institutions, use the salary scales and fringe benefit rates currently in use for support staff or research assistants. For graduate student assistant rates use either the current Canadian Institutes for Health Research or Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council levels where appropriate.
Normally only one research assistant will be considered for funding. Requests for more than one research assistant must be accompanied with detailed justification of need. One-page curriculum vitae, indicating research qualifications, training program, etc. must accompany the application.
Funds if recommended will not be released until CCEPA has received this information.
Travel: Support for travel will be in accordance with the policy outlined on the CCEPA website (“CCEPA Travel Policy”) at the time the application is submitted to CCEPA.
Travel for dissemination of research results is limited to one conference per year where the grantee is presenting a paper based on specific research project for which the CCEPA Research Award, 2006 has been awarded.
Equipment, supplies and materials: Specific research equipment, supplies, and materials for the project should be identified. All technical services required, i.e. survey contracts, data processing services, should be identified. If individual consultants are to be used, give names and positions.
Ineligible budget requests: Grant funds may not be used to cover any portion of the salary support of applicants(s), overhead costs, university, or other institutional administrative fees. Other ineligible costs include all office equipment, books, journal subscriptions, costs of entertainment or hospitality (reception activities such as the provision of food and alcoholic beverages), academic fees for research trainees, or membership fees in scientific societies and general conference travel and subsistence.
7.2.4  Statement of Other Funding Sources 
Applicants who already hold a grant, or who intend to apply for a grant, for substantially the same project from any other agency, must include a statement detailing agency names, dates and amounts and clearly describe the degree to which the applications overlap.
7.2.5  Ethics Certificate 
All research projects involving the use of human subjects either by the application of a survey instrument, interviews, or the collection of data contained in confidential records, must be supported by a certificate of approval stating that the institutional ethics review committee has found the protocol to be acceptable.
If the institutional ethics approval statement is not part of the application documentation, please indicate the timeframe expected for receipt of the certificate by CCEPA. Original Research Ethics Approval Certificates must be submitted to CCEPA before any funds will be released.
7.2.6  Applicant commitment with respect to the treatment of research subjects 
In signing the CCEPA application form, applicants are committing themselves to act in accordance with the following statement when working with research subjects: 
“I give my assurance that the human rights and personal dignity of all research subjects will be rigorously safeguarded and that no written or oral communications with research subjects will contain language that they may reasonably construe as offers of clinical or other assistance that I and my staff are not in a position, and willing, to offer.”
7.2.7  Résumés (maximum 5 pages) 
State academic and professional experience, awards, distinctions and degrees, research areas of special interest and relevance in recent years, and selected published material, placing an asterisk beside those related to the subject matter of the proposal. CCEPA will not accept CVs longer than 5 pages. 

Attach the résumés for all research associates and research assistants listed in the application.
7.2.8  Supporting Documents
These may include an article or key extract from published or unpublished books, thesis, or research instruments such as a questionnaire. Books, theses, or lengthy manuscripts of more than 30 pages will not be accepted as supporting documents.

7.3  Suggested External Reviewers 
The attached form with recommended external reviewers must be completed with at least two suggested names. 
8. LANGUAGE
The working language of the CCEPA office is English. However, CCEPA invites those persons wishing to submit applications in French to do so, with the knowledge that their applications will be reviewed by bilingual evaluators assigned to each CCEPA adjudication committee. This CCEPA policy ensures that applications submitted in either of Canada’s official languages are judged objectively.
9. NUMBER OF COPIES REQUIRED

A full submission consists of five (5) copies of the complete application package, including all supporting documents. One copy should have all original signatures. Please use either a single staple or large spring clip to contain each application set. An electronic copy of all parts of the application as a single file in the form of a Microsoft Word (Read-Only) file on diskette or CD-ROM must also be submitted
10.  CHECKLIST
Please ensure that the applications package: 
· Is signed and dated 

· Contains five copies

· Has no font size smaller than 12 point/is single spaced
· Includes the signatures from the sponsoring agency agreeing to administer the funds if awarded 

· Attaches an explanation where funds are being requested for novel research in preparation for the submission of a larger study to a major funding agency 
· Includes a summary of the budget by major category 
· Includes a detailed justification indicating how the budget request was derived 
· Includes all material in appropriate order and pagination 
· Has received approval from the Research Ethics Committee 

· Includes an electronic copy of the application as a Microsoft Word (Read-Only) file on diskette or CD-ROM. 

11.  FINAL REPORT REQUIREMENT

Successful candidates will be required to submit a brief final report at termination of the grant. This Report will address the activities undertaken during the course of the award and will include a copy of the research paper or other research outcome(s).
12.  QUESTIONS?

You may contact CCEPA at:
FAX: (902) 428-4776
E-mail: info@ccepa.ca
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